
 

 

Where will your 5th grader go to middle school? 
 

Here are some resources for exploring your middle school options and preparing 

your student (and yourself) for the transition from elementary to middle school. 
 

What are my options?What are my options?What are my options?What are my options?    

School of Residence - In PUSD, you have an assigned middle school based on where you 

live. You can find this “school of residence” using the PUSD School Locator. See the tour 

dates below and visit your assigned middle school first. (Note: Marshall is not a school 

of residence; even if you live right across the street, you still have to enter the Open 

Enrollment lottery to apply.) 

 

Open Enrollment (OE) - If you are happy with your assigned middle school, great! You 

can register there as early as March. You can also apply to attend one of the other PUSD 

middle schools through Open Enrollment, an online lottery application that takes place 

in January. Here is the timeline for Open Enrollment for the 2018-2019 school year:  

 

October 11, 2017 
First Choice Festival  - district-wide schools fair at Pasadena 

Convention Center, 5:00-6:30 pm 

Oct. 30 - Nov. 17, 2017 Sibling Priority Registration & Other Pre-Enrollments 

January 11 – Feb. 2, 

2018 
Online Applications Accepted, Including PUSD Employees 

February 26, 2018 First Lottery Results Online and Mailed 

March 1-17, 2018 Registration for Students Selected in First Lottery 

April 2-6, 2018 
Online Applications Accepted for Second Lottery & Non-PUSD 

Applications of Interest Accepted 

April 18, 2018 Second Lottery Results Online and Mailed 

April 19-27, 2018 Registration for Students Selected in Second Lottery 

April 30, 2018 2018-19 Open Enrollment Concludes 

[Subject to change: check http://2018.openenrollment.info for most current 

information, including link to School Locator. In January, this is where you’ll find the OE 

application.] 

 



© Pasadena Education Network (www.penfamilies.org) Transition to Middle School 

How can I learn How can I learn How can I learn How can I learn more about my options?more about my options?more about my options?more about my options? 

First Choice Festival – District-wide schools fair takes place at Pasadena Convention 

Center Oct. 11, 5:00-6:30 pm. Each school will have a table. Talk to principals, parents, 

students. 

 

PEN Middle School Parent Panel – “Myth vs. Reality” – hear what parents of middle 

schoolers say about the PUSD schools their students attend. Real talk about each 

school’s academics, enrichment offerings and social environment. Oct. 18, 6:30-8:00 pm 

at Norma Coombs Elementary. Free program, Spanish translation available. 

www.penfamilies.org  

 

School Tours – if possible, start with visiting your assigned school of residence! (Note: 

Marshall is not a school of residence. Even if you live next door, you must go through 

Open Enrollment to apply to Marshall.) 

 Tour Dates 

Blair IB Secondary (8:30 AM) Oct. 12 & 27; Nov. 3, 4, 16; Dec. 8; Jan. 12 & 26; 

Feb. 23 

Eliot Arts Magnet (8:30 AM) Nov. 1, Dec. 6, Jan. 10 (5 pm); Feb. 7 

McKinley (K-8th grade) (9:30 AM) Oct. 12, Nov. 9, Dec. 14, Jan. 11, Feb. 8 

Sierra Madre Middle School (9 AM) Oct. 4, Nov. 1, Dec. 6, Jan. 10, Feb. 7 

Washington STEAM Magnet (8 AM) Oct. 5 & 19; Nov. 2 & 16; Dec. 7 & 21; Jan. (TBD) 

Wilson Middle School (9 AM) Oct. 3, Nov. 7, Dec. 5, Jan. 9, Feb. 6 

Marshall Secondary (9 AM) Oct. 5, Nov. 9, Dec. 14, Jan. 11 & 25; Feb. 8 

* If you cannot make a scheduled tour date, try calling the school to set up a time to 

visit. Additional tour dates will be posted for the spring. 

 

PEN Navigating Open Enrollment – Find out how the open enrollment process works, 

and get all your questions answered! Nov. 27, 7:00-8:30 pm at Pasadena Central Library 

auditorium. Free program, Spanish translation available. www.penfamilies.org  

 

How can I help my student make a successful transitionHow can I help my student make a successful transitionHow can I help my student make a successful transitionHow can I help my student make a successful transition???? 

PUSD’s Family Resource Center occasionally offers parent workshops to help parents 

and students make a successful transition to middle school. Ask your school’s 

Community Assistant to let you know if such workshops are scheduled. PEN has also 

offered workshops on how to support your student’s success in middle school. 

 

Many middle schools offer the opportunity for your 5th grader to “shadow” a 6th grader 

for the morning, to learn what the school day is like. Contact the middle school to 

arrange. Middle schools also offer orientation programs for incoming parents and 

students. These are usually offered in the spring, after open enrollment closes, or in 

August, before the school year starts. 


